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Then come ordinary industrial and mercantile build-
ings not located in zones of special danger. These may
usually be of second-class construction, that is to say, of
fire-resisting materials except the roof, floors, and parti-
tions, which may be of wood. The roof-covering, however,
should be non-combustible. No building of second-class
construction should in any case exceed five stories, or
about sixty-five feet in height.

In the third category are dwellings. When the structure
is used by more than two families (that is, when it is a
tenement house), or when it is used for both mercantile
and residential purposes, it should at least be of second-
class construction; but when its use is restricted to one or
two families it may reasonably be permitted to be of third-
class construction, that is, it may be a combustible build-
ing as regards everything except the roof-covering and
gutters.

There may be additional classes to provide for special
requirements, and a great many detailed rules are necessary
to define precisely the specifications demanded by each
type of construction. These rules relate to thickness of
walls, character and strength of beams and girders, means
of egress, arrangement of hallways, and a host of other
matters.

But, whatever the classification, there are some things
which must have careful attention if serious fire hazards
are to be substantially reduced. In every large city, for
example, there are certain zones or areas of special danger.
The factory district is one of these; the warehouse section
is another* Regions devoted to the storing of lumber,
to oil-refining, or to ships and shipping also present special
conflagration hazards. It is of course desirable that par-
ticular regulations should be applied to such areas, in addi-
tion to the rules that cover the territory within the fire
limits. A particularly hazardous industry like the manu-
facture of explosives should obviously be excluded from all